COMMUNITY NEWS
KIBAALE
By Ismael Kasooha
The tomb of the sixth King of
Bunyoro-Kitara Kingdom, Nyabongo
I
Rulemu
Kyambukya-Nkaito,
under the Babiito Dynasty, has been
destroyed. It is suspected that the
destruction was by encroachers who
claim ownership of the land.
Omukama Nyabongo reigned in
the 15th century and was buried
at Kigarama village in Matale subcounty, Kibaale district in 1590.
“It is shocking to hear that people
are clearing the burial site of the sixth
king of the Babiito. Nobody can claim
ownership of this land because it’s a
royal burial site,” Apollo Rwamparo,
the second deputy prime minister
and minister for tourism in Bunyoro,
said.
Rwamparo
said
government
officials have not co-operated well
with the kingdom to safeguard all
cultural sites in Bunyoro Kingdom.
He said some leaders do not
appreciate the importance of such
cultural sites because they are not
indigenous.
The family of Karoli Bisereko claims
ownership of the five acres of the
royal burial site and had cleared all
trees, exposing the tomb.
Anthony Mugambe, one of the
family members, said they acquired
this land some 40 years ago, at
sh400, but he could not disclose who
sold the land to them.
Rwamparo said despite the
destruction of many cultural sites
in the area, authorities were not
bothered.
He said the recent scenario
happened at Semwema cultural site,
where the faith of unity believers
burnt all artefacts that had lasted over

NEBBI
By Benedict Okethwengu
Standing in his cassava field
under the blazing sun in
Kucwiny sub-county, Nebbi
district, Charles Ovuru says
he owes much of what he has
earned to cassava growing.
Having started cultivating a
two-acre pilot cassava field,
the 48-year-old farmer has
moved on to grow five acres of
cassava, proceeds from which
have enabled him to pay school
fees for his children.
“I have no regrets in venturing
into cassava growing; it has
given me a decent life and
I am able to pay school fees
for my children. In fact, many
people in our village have
switched from growing cotton
to cassava,” he added.
Like Ovuru, Serena Acirocan,
57, another cassava farmer,
says her lifestyle has improved
after venturing into growing
cassava. “Life is good, I don’t
struggle any more looking for
school fees and medical bills;
a bag of cassava is enough to
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WHAT
RESIDENTS SAY
TEREZA NYAMAIZI:
I grew up in this
place and no one
had ever tampered
with the burial site.
I suspect this could
be young people
who are greedy for
land behind the
destruction.
LAWRENCE
KASANGAKI: This
royal site has
been in existence
since I was born
and everybody
knows that it
belongs to the
kingdom.

A section of the tomb of Omukama Nyabongo I Rulemu in Kibaale district
400 years and that nobody had been
apprehended for the act.
Semwema was attacked on
February 9, last year, allegedly by
followers of Owobusobozi Bisaka.
The Chieftaincy of Military
Intelligence (CMI) sent a team to
investigate the matter, but the report
has never been released.
Rwamparo said: “The people
behind this destruction shall not walk

scot-free and if the Government fails
to deal with them culture will handle
them,” Rwamparo said.
He said the Police commander at
Kibaale had been informed about the
destruction of the royal tomb, but that
no action had been taken.
“We are saddened by the
government’s failure to secure these
sites. This is our history and when it
is destroyed, our culture will be no

more,” Rwamparo said.
He said most leaders being posted
to Bunyoro do not appreciate
the culture, and, as such, do not
appreciate the importance the
Banyoro attach to the cultural sites.
Rwamparo said the kingdom
plans to induct all leaders, whether
appointed or elected, on the
importance of culture and the various
cultural sites in the eight districts

in Bunyoro.
“These leaders will help us to
conserve the royal cultural sites.
All properties without land titles
must be processed so that people
stop encroaching on such sites,”
Rwamparo said.
He said the royal burial sites played
a key role in the return of the lost
counties of Buyaga and Bugangaizi,
the current Kakumiro, Kibaale and
Kagadi districts, to Bunyoro Kingdom
during the November 4, 1964
referendum.
Esther Adeke Tumusiime, the
District Police Commander of Kibaale,
told New Vision that the issues being
raised by the kingdom can best be
resolved by filing a civil suit.
“I have talked to Rwamparo several
times and have advised him to seek
legal redress in court to resolve their
matters,” Adeke said.

How cassava has changed lives of Nebbi farmers

‹‹

Farmers say
their lifestyle
has improved
after venturing
into cassava.

Ssempijja inspecting a cassava processing facility in Kucwiny sub-county, Nebbi district
fetch me sh140,000,” she said.
Ovuru and Acirocan are
part of the growing buzz
surrounding cassava in Nebbi
district.
Gerald
Ongwech,
the
chairperson
of
Aratarach
co-operative
society,
a
society championing cassava
production in Nebbi, said
cassava is a highly profitable
enterprise that is taking farmers

in the district by storm.
According to Ongwech, many
farmers are looking at cassava
as a source of their livelihood,
adding that it is high time the
enterprise is promoted like
other commercial crops.
“We are trying to interest
farmers into cassava growing;
it’s more rewarding compared
to other crops. Our members
are no longer feeling the

effects of the biting poverty,”
Ongwech said.
Vincent
Ssempijja,
the
agriculture
minister,
said
the Government is spending
billions of shillings in trying
to improve production and
creating a food supply chain
around cassava.
For example, he said cassava,
farmers like Ovuru, Ongwech
and others are the beneficiaries

of the $248m (approximately
sh895b) Agriculture Cluster
Development Project (ACDP)
meant to raise on-farm
productivity,
production
and marketable surpluses
of
selected
agricultural
commodities in geographical
clusters.
He said through the project,
government supports activities
designed to raise productivity
and overall production of

maize, beans, cassava, rice,
and coffee in high-potential
agricultural areas in Uganda.
Ssempijja, who was in Nebbi
on Saturday, to ascertain the
progress of the ACDP, advises
farmers to embrace cassava
growing, arguing that it has
the potential to lift them out of
poverty.
Emmanuel
Urombi,
the
district
chairperson,
said
cassava remains the main
crop in Nebbi, and any efforts
aimed at promoting it should
be embraced.
Hellen Acibu, a farmer,
said much as government is
promoting cassava growing,
they are faced with the
challenge of poor road network.
He appealed to the Government
to consider irrigation facilities
to enable them deal with
unreliable rainfall patterns.
Jacqueline Awekonimungu,
35, a cassava farmer, said: “I
am extremely happy, cassava
is not only grown for food, but
it has also become a profitable
business venture. I settle my
bills without much struggle and
that has reduced dependency
on my husband.”

